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Why is the Navy Concerned About Atlantic Sturgeon?

* Atlantic sturgeon were listed under the ESA
on 31 January 2012.

* As part of this listing, the Chesapeake Bay

distinct population segment was listed as
endangered

* Itis the Navy’s responsibility to minimize impacts
to the species to the extent practicable and aid in
its recovery where possible
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Identified Data Gaps for the Chesapeake Bay
* When are sturgeon present within the Bay?
 What areas of the Bay are they utilizing?

* How long are they staying at any given location?

* What are their seasonal movement patterns?

 What are the areas and periods of overlap
between the Navy’s and the sturgeon’s use of
the Bay?
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The data collected from the array will enable the
Navy to determine:
* When sturgeon are present within the Bay

 What areas of the Bay they are utilizing

* How long sturgeon are staying at any given
location within the Bay

* Their seasonal movement patterns

* Areas and periods of overlap between the
Navy’s and the sturgeon’s use of the Bay
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From December 2012 through January 2014 the Navy’s Chesapeake
Bay receiver array had 156,545 detections of 679 individual fish:

Species # of Fish Detected
Atlantic sturgeon’ 359
Black drum 2
Blueback herring* L5
Green turtle* 2
Kemp’sridley turtle* 1
Lemon shark 1
Loggerhead turtle* 7
Sand tiger shark 107
Sandbar shark 19
Spiny dogfish 7
Striped bass 18
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U. S. Navy Stewards of the Sea
https://www.facebook.com/USNavyStewardsoftheSea

U. S. Navy Marine Species Monitoring Program

http://www.navymarinespeciesmonitoring.us/

U.S. Navy Living Marine Resources Program

http://www.Imr.navy.mil/

Office of Naval Research Marine Mammals & Biology Program

http://www.onr.navy.mil/Science-Technology/Departments/Code-32.aspx






